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GRAMMAR OF THE TASIKO LANGUAGE 

1. Alphabet 

1 . Vowels : a, e, i, o, u, ae. 

Consonants: y, w; r, 1; k, c, g; t, d, n; p, b, m, m; v; s. 
Compound Consonant: p. 

2. Vowel Sounds: ae is sounded as a in 'have/ 
Consonantal Sounds : c has the sound of g in ' go ' ; g as 

ng in 'sing'; d as nd with slight r sound; b as mb; m as ngm. 
The compound p is gbw. 

2* Article 

3. The existence of an article is doubtful. Mr Michelsen 
stated that it is only found in borrowed words. 

Na is found with verbal nouns: na tapaena, the conduct, the 
doing; sena namalena, his life; nalologena, the news. 

4. The numeral tai is used as an indefinite article: pulugo 
taiy a voice. 

3. Nouns 

5. There are the usual two classes, one taking the suffixed 
pronouns, the others used with a separate possessive. 

6. Collective Nouns. Tawa, multitude, flock; pulu put, 
herd of pigs; tawa eririna, multitude of people. 

7. Form. Verbal nouns are formed by the suffix ena. In 
borrowed words the article is prefixed: mare, to die, marena, 
death; loru y fall, nalorena, a fall. 

Personal nouns have na prefixed. This denotes an active 
agent, if passive the word takes the suffix ena: nauliuli, buyer; 
na ure ni ika, catcher of fish ; na otakist, a little one ; naisapiani y 
a teacher; naisapianena, learner, disciple. 

Li, le y Ho are used for the people of a place if unknown : lio 
topina, the other people ; lio perina, the people far away. 

8. Number. The plural is formed by the pronoun lata, they, 
following the noun, or by a following adjective. The dual is 
similarly shown by the numeral lua, two: naruna lata, his 
children ; yutha lata, houses ; lomara lata, serpents ; kilavceru 
lata, stones; na mare lata, the dead; sira moki, women many. 
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'AH' is expressed by the adjective otulu, i every' by pinuia: 
tatnema otulu, thy whole body; laki pinuia , every tree. 

9. Gender. A few words are common gender. With these 
sex may be indicated by the adjectives eruihene, male, or sira, 
female: naruna erumene, his son; naruna sira, his daughter. 



4. Pronouns 




Personal Pronouns. Full forms: 




Sing. 1. nu. Plur. 1 incl. 
2. ko. 1 excl. 


it a. 
mend. 


3. naga. 2. 
3- 


amiyu. 
nagala, 



10. 



Short forms used as subject: 

Sing. 1. ne. Plur. 1 incl. te. 

%. o, 1 excl. me. 

3. — 2. a. 

3. a. 

These are used with or without the full pronoun. But no 
pronoun is used as subject of the verb in the third person 
singular: ne pisa aniko, I say to thee; ko o pisa, thou sayest; 
pisa y he said ; a nkilia, you know ; a micelipeno y they went away ; 
peno y he went; lagi mono, wind ceased; yuwa powo pimi, rain 
descended hither. 

Short pronouns used as object : 

Sing. 3. a. Plur. 3. la. 

In the first and second persons the full pronoun is used in 
the objective : o emareni nu, save me ; a kusi ko, they lift up thee ; 
ne kilia miyu, I knew you; kaweroi a, he broke it; ligani-la, 
he left them; o emareni memi, save us. 

In all persons singular and plural (except second plural) the 
preposition m or ani precedes the objective pronoun. In the 
second plural ana is used for ani. Cf. § 42. 

Short pronouns used in possessive : 

Sing. 1. u. Plur. 1 incl. ta. 

2. ma. 1 excl. memi. 

3. na. 2. miyu. 

3. la. 

n. Demonstrative. Ni, nani, this, nena, gane, that: kila- 
vceru lala ni, these stones; puruvanua nena, that land; yo ni, 
this place. 
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12. Interrogative. Ait who? Na ni pe ait this is who? 
ai me hot who smote thee? tie pe ait I am who? 

Ya t what ? Te kaniya t we shall eat what ? atniyu a nsitomali 
yat you think what? 

13. Indefinite. Tai, some; yarn tai y some one; aru y 
another; moki y many; naluaga, few; nagaga y the same; motolu y 
all. 

5. The Genitive 

14. One noun may follow another and qualify it: suoyurha y 
top (of) house, house top; yepa dapa y side (of) path; mia laki y 
root (of) tree. 

15. Nouns of the first class suffix na when the noun governed 
denotes a person: eririna naruna y son of man (man his-son); 
Maria ona y Mary's husband. 

The preposition ni is used with proper nouns : naru ni Tavit y 
David's son; komara ni ruamalcei y eye of thy brother; pa niloone y 
head of John; naru ni arimamiyu, children of your father. 

When the governed word is a pronoun it is suffixed to the 
noun. 

Tau, my blood ; limoma y thy hand ; limana, his hand ; komara- 
memi, our eyes; komaramiyu, your eyes; komarala y their eyes. 

Inau y my sister; anoma y thy mother; anena, his mother; 
arimamemi, our father; arimamiyu, your father; arimala y their 
father. 

16. Some nouns of relationship appear with the pronoun 
infixed or omitted: ruelai, my brother; ruemalcei, thy brother; 
ruenilcei or ruenilceina y his brother; ruemelamiyu y your brothers. 

17. Nouns of the second class governing a genitive are 
followed by the preposition na : mararava na yomarava, light 
of the world; nunu na namarena y shadow of death; lima na 
lomara y generation of snakes ; sugoro na ilu na kamel y garment 
of hair of camel. 

Sometimes the preposition ni y nen or neni is used : ta ni aru y 
blood of another; lovari nen tusi, leaf of book. 

In other cases the possessive se or sent is used: yuiha se 
naurari y house of ruler; yuiha seni supe y house of the king; 
puruvanua se Iuta y land of Judah; lele se Moses y seat of 
Moses. 
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18. Possessives. There are two possessive nouns used with 
nouns of the second class: sa indicating a general possession, 
and ma personal property and things to eat. 

Sa: Sing. 1. sau. Plur. 1 incl. seta, sesa. 

2. soma. 1 excl. samemi. 

3. sena, sent, 2. samiyu. 

3. sela. 

Sau isiena, my saying ; soma sugoro, thy garment ; sena sugoro y 
his garment; samemi lamu y our lamps; sentyo, his field; samiyu 
isiena y your saying; sela puruvanua, their country. 

Sia is used for 'of it' (R. M. F.). 

Ma: Sing. 1. mau. Plur. 1 incl. tnata. 

2. mom. 1 excl. mamem. 

3. mon. 2. mamiyu. 

3. mat. 

I have found few examples in the Gospel. In this, sena kina- 
nena is used for 'his food.' Yuma moma y thy house; yurha 
mana y his house ; maupiala, my cup. Withyuma, se is also used. 

19. Emphasis. The particle ga is added to the noun to indi- 
cate ' own ' : sena yumaga y his own house. 

6. Adjectives 

20. A few simple WB's appear: wo y po y good; piei y high. 
Adjectives are commonly used in verbal form. 

An obsolete prefix appears in merorolu y thick, and possibly 
in other words. 

The attributive adjective follows the noun: eririna kakaoa y 
a man strong; eririna wo y a man good; eririna pulupili, a man 
evil; ika otakisi luaga y fishes little few; kilavceru taura y stone 
large. 

The predicative adjective also follows without a particle: 
miasia datava pigaria, because the path is narrow; tnena susu y 
his mind was sorrowful. 

When the qualifying word is a noun in apposition the word 
pe is used: nepepuno y I (am a) stranger; ko ope lina y thou (art) 
true. 

21. Comparison. The verb taulu y to pass by, is used in 
comparisons : taura tauluia, greater than he (great passing him) ; 
e ulupili taulu na sumo y it will be worse than the first. 

The true meaning of taulu appears in Yesu taulu-la y Jesus 
passed by them. 
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The adjective taura, great, is used for * very ' : atne4a po roro i a 
tautUj and their hearts were very sorry; puluplM tttUT& y sore 
vexed. 

7. Verbs 

22. Form. The phrase nage pa a myau pinu ya wa tai 
(when they had sung an hymn), shows the noun WB ya, song, 
with the verbal WB in the form yau with verbal prefix w. So 
also mararava is 'light' and 'to shine/ 

23. Transitive and Intransitive. There is no definite dis- 
tinction of form between transitive and intransitive verbs. But 
many transitive verbs end in i which may represent the real 
transitive ending : pagan, to anoint ; kapili, to scatter ; ari y bind ; 
sikapi, to burn (something). 

Ni is also common as the ending of a transitive verb : ligani, 
to leave ; lent, to ask ; koani, to throw ; pirani, gather ; emareni, 
to $zve;piyuni, ask. 

With some transitive verbs the ni is written separately: 
tagi ni naruna, she bewailed her children (tagt> to weep); makoi 
a ntapa paro nia y the magi mocked him. 

24. Causative. There is no causative prefix. The verb tapa> 
to do or make, is used with other words to express the causative : 
tapa rutUy prepare, make ready (imperat.); a ntapa ruru, they 
made ready ; te tapa ihomari, we will kill him ; a ntapa ihomari> 
they killed him {mare, to die). 

25. Reciprocal. A reciprocal prefix does not appear. But 
many verbs expressing the action of one thing or person on 
another begin with pi in the indefinite tense : piani, show ; pisa, 
tell; pirani 9 gather; piye, to tread on. 

26. Passive. There is no passive. The active is used in the 
third person plural: a nloge pulugo, a voice was heard (lit. they 
heard a voice). 

A noun phrase with particle e is sometimes equivalent to a 
passive: e na sumalena, he shall be raised (lit. he (is) one raised). 

27. Conjugation. The Tasiko verb is conjugated for number 
and person by the short pronouns. Tense is indicated by a 
change in the verb. 

Indicative. The simplest form of the WB is used in the 
future tense. An indefinite past or present is shown by changing 
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the initial. Neither Mr Michelsen nor Mr Fraser gives rules, 
but the following appear on a study of the translation. 

(1) In some cases an initial consonant is nasalised. Thus 
w > th y t > nt y k > nky I > nl and s > ns. 

In the following pairs the future is written first : 

Wali> malty see, find. 

To, ntOy stay, sit; tap a, ntapa f do; tagi, ntagi, weep. 

Kusiy nkusiy take; koaniy nkoaniy throw; kaniy nkani> eat; 
karaniy nkaraniy seek. 

Loge y nloge y hear; loru y nloru y fall; le y tile, pray; ligani, nligani 9 
leave; la y nla y give. 

Sitomaliy nsitomaliy think ; sikapiy nsikapiy burn ; su f nsu y stand. 

(2) In some cases an initial to becomes p: wariy pari y to 
beget; wo y po y to be good. 

(3) A number of verbs form the indefinite by prefixing 
m or mi: iliy mili y enter; iali, miceliy walk; ioni y mioniy gather; 
e y miey to call, give name to. 

(4) Many verbs beginning with a vowel form the indefinite 
by prefixing p: iye y piyey tread on; isa, pisa, say; uwe y puwe y 
embark; ure y pure> take; imi y pimiy come; eno,penOy go; iopilani> 
piopilaniy imprison. 

The word 'baptise' has been introduced with the future 
aptisOy past or present paptiso. 

A definite past or perfect is shown by the word pinu following 
the verb. (According to R. M. Fraser the suffix erne shows 
definite past time, but I have not found examples in the trans- 
lation.) Ne pisa pinu anamiyu y I have told you; a nage pa a 
pimi pinUy when they were come. 

28. Negative. The negative in the indefinite tense is 
expressed by the words re and poli, in the future tense by pe 
and re. Re and poll follow the wtrhype precedes it: me kilia re 
poliy we do not know ; a mali la re poliy they saw them not ; 
a ntapa re ani nil, you did it not to me ; ne kilia re yarn ne poliy 
I do not know that person ; a pe lua nu re y you shall not see me ; 
ape iyepinu natoena, you will not have gone over all the towns. 

29. Interrogative. The interrogative may be distinguished 
from the indicative only by the tone, or by an interrogative 
pronoun or adverb, or the word/>o, or, may be used at the end 
of the sentence: na lala ni a e marava pogi ya? these (things) 
they shall happen when (what day) ? ko loge re na lala nage 
pa na lala ni a pisa? dost thou hear what these say? ita lua te 

RML 16 
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pisa art re tinario tat na lipae, po? did we two not agree (for) 
one penny a day? 

30. Mood. Imperative. The simple (future) word-base is 
used with the pronouns o singular, a plural: o eno! go ! imi! 
come! o ila nut help me! a ia nu monil show me the money! 
a imi! come ye! 

The prohibitive is shown by pe, not, before the verb, or 
re poli may follow : pe marau (to one) ! a pe marau (to more 
than one) ! fear not ! a linani a re poli! do not (ye) believe them ! 

31. Subjunctive. The verb in a dependent sentence is con- 
nected with the principal by pe, pa or nage pa: pisa pe eno, he 
said that he (would) go; o ligani lua tawa eririna lata, nage a 
pe a eno natoena lala, send away the crowds, that they may go 
(into) the villages. 

32. Conditional. This is introduced by the word sipa, like : 
sipa ne tapa kilia, ne imi, if I can, I will come. 

33. Optative. A wish is expressed in a peculiar way by 
the word tne (lit. heart) with the suffixed pronouns, and the 
transitive suffix m. The compound is then conjugated as a verb 
with the future of the principal verb. 

Sing. 1. nu ne tneuni imi, I wish him to come. 

2. ko o tnemani imi, thou wishest him to come. 

3. tnenani imi, he wishes him to come. 
Plur. 1 inch ita te tneitani imi. 

1 excl. memi me tnemini imi. 

2. amiyu a tnemiyuni imi. 

3. nagala a tnelani imi. 

34. Continued action is shown by reduplication: karava, 
look; karakarava, continue looking, watch. 

Repeated action is expressed by^a suffixed ipenoga, he goes 
habitually. 

35. The Copula. The word used as copula is pe : o kusi nage 
pa pe soma, take that which is thine; na ni pe ai? this is who? 

To, to abide, stay, be in, is sometimes equivalent to 'is': 
to eyokurena, he is in the desert. 

8. Adverbs 

36. Directive. The verbs eno,peno, go, and imi,pimi, come, 
are commonly used with other verbs as directives, hither and 
thither. 
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37. Interrogatives. Pogi ya? when? (lit. time what?); 
ape? where? sepe? how? sepepe? why? Na lata ni a e tnarava 
pogi y a? these things shall happen when? aptisoena se Yoane y 
su y pe? John's baptism (came) from where? sepe ko opimipulu- 
kopi ni? how didst thou come in here ? sepe amiyu a linani a re? 
why did you not believe him ? 

38. Time. Naga ni y now ; e pani, to-day ; peni y to-morrow ; 
pent nena y the next day; wo y day after to-morrow; alupo, in 
the morning; narau ni naga ne y hereafter; nova, yesterday; nua y 
day before yesterday; pogena y in the night; yepe kilcei y in the 
evening; kenaga y while; taga ne y at the same time; pogi pinuia y 
always; tna y again; sumo y before. 

39. Place. Ni y yo ni y here; ne y yo ne y na ne y there; laisi y 
near; yalepa y alepa y perina y far; mava y up; aro tono y down; va 
tono y below. 

At the end of a sentence ea is used for * at it, here.' 

40. Manner, etc. Miasia ne nage y so (because of this); 
sipa ni y thus (like this); sipa y like; erero y quickly. 

9. Prepositions 

41. Simple. Locative. E y in, at, on: elimana na marua y in 
his right hand ; miceli e si y he walked on the sea. 

With the short pronoun of the third singular e appears at 
the end of a sentence meaning 'therein, in it, in him': a sini 
erau ea y they bury strangers in it ; a me linani ea y we will believe 
in him. 

Genitive. The genitive prepositions have been discussed 
in § 17. 

Instrumental. The instrumental preposition is ni: a mare 
ni lova y they will die by the sword. 

From the instrumental is formed pu ni y by, near. 

Ablative. Tani y from: suthalu tani seni mamalioena y he rose 
up from his sleep. 

42. Verbal Prepositions. Ani y for, to, takes suffixed pro- 
nouns. 

Sing. 1. aninu. Plur. 1 incl. anita. 

2. ani ko. 1 excl. animemi. 

3. am. 2. anamiyu. 

3. anila. 

16-2 
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Instead of the third singular ani y nia may be used. 
Pene y to, towards (sometimes the verb eno> peno is used); 
peno peno peno is used for ' until ' ; su 9 suwe y from. 

43. Noun Prepositions. Some prepositions appear to be 
nouns, or are formed from nouns: losia, inside, in. 

Lo is prefixed to some words: lotne, in the heart; loyuma y 
in the house. 

Yo moluy under, in the shadow of (lit. place shaded). 

AthOy va mo f sumo ni y before ; va rati, behind : na toena otakisi 
nage pa to amo namiyu y the little town that is in front of you; 
a nto tono varho ni io wa y sat down over against the tomb. 

Before and behind a person are expressed by the nouns 
mara, face, and ra, back, with suffixed pronouns: marana, 
before him; rana y behind him; marama, before thee; rau y 
after me. 

The preposition of relation, 'with/ 'along with/ is thus 
given: ita isio, I with you; mend memio y I with them; amiyu 
amiyoy you with them; nagala alio or nagala aliyozva y they with 
him. 

The simpler forms isio and alio are used with nouns : De isio 
ita y God with us; Yekonia alio ruenilcei lala y Jekonia and his 
brothers. 

When two persons are simply named together the con- 
junction a and dual is used: Jon a n'lu arimana } John and his 
father. 

10. Conjunctions 

44. Copulative. A, and, ihena, also: la ruru arimoma 
a anoma y respect thy father and thy mother; tnema mena e to 
ea y your heart also stays there. 

45. Adversative. ana y but: ana pe sipa nage pa nu tneunia y 
ana e sipa nage pa ko tnemania y but not as I wish, but as thou 
wishest. 

46. Disjunctive. Po or pe na y if. Po is also used as an 
interrogative sign at the end of a sentence : arimana po anena 
po naruna lala y his father, or his mother, or his children. 

47. A quotation is introduced by pisa pe in the singular, a pe 
in the plural: ana pisa ani-la y pisa pe y A pulu re? but he said 
to them, Have you not read? a pisa tame Yesu, a pe, Me kilia 
repoli y they answered Jesus, they (said) thus, We do not know. 
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11. Numerals 

48. Cardinal. The numeration is quinary. The numbers 
from ' six ' to ' nine y are formed from those from ' one * to ' four ' 
by the prefix o: tai y one; lua y two; tolu> three; vceri, four; lima, 
five; o-rai, six; o-lua, seven; o-rolu, eight; o-vceri, nine; lua- 
lima, ten. 

'One only* is taga. 

The unit above 'ten' is peno: lualima tagapeno taga, eleven; 
lualima tagapeno lua, twelve. Peno is the verb 'go.' 

Higher numbers according to Mr Michelsen were formerly 
counted on hands and feet, but now imitations of Nguna ex- 
pressions are used : lualima lua, twenty ; lualima tolu, thirty, etc. 

Ponosia taga is 'one hundred/ 

49. Ordinal. These were originally formed by adding 
woka to the cardinals except tai: sipaga luawoka, a toluwoka 
peno peno peno oluawoka, likewise the second, and the third 
up to the seventh. 

'First* is sumo. 

50. Multiplicative. According to the Rev. R. M. Fraser 
and the translation, a multiplicative is formed by ea preceding 
the numeral: ea rolu, thrice; eraga, once; ea lua, twice. 

Mr Michelsen writes elsewhere vceri va lima, four times five. 

51. Interrogative. The interrogative is in verbal form: ia? 
how many? (future); via? how many? (past and present): 
nagala via? how many are they? Ia is used in the translation: 
a nkusi lozvia ia? how many loaves have ye? 

12. Exclamations 

52. Awe/ alas! (of pain); e pa! oh! (surprise). 
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